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POWERFUL TOOLS

FOR SOLVING

GRAND CHALLENGES



MEASURING LONGITUDE

1714
A 20,000 pound prize for a simple and practical method for the precise 

determination of a ship's longitude.

- Board of Longitude



AVIATION

1919
… A prize of $25,000 to the first aviator to cross the 

Atlantic in one flight, from Paris to NY or NY to Paris.

- Raymond Orteig



IN 1996 XPRIZE OPENED UP A NEW ERA… 

• $10M prize purse

• 3 person crew

• 100 km altitude

• 2 flights within 2 weeks



History Was Made



Awarded

> $ 70 Million



Awarded

>$70 Million

Active

~$36 Million + X



Gett ing  to  the  Bot tom of  Our  Ocean

OceanDiscovery.xprize.org



PRIZE OVERVIEW

• 3-year competition, $6 Million Prize

• Autonomously or remotely 

• Transit to and from Competition Area (CA)

• Launch and recover Entry

• Collect bathymetry/imagery from 500 km2 CA 

in 24 hours

• Return processed bathymetry to XPRIZE in 48 

hours



NOAA BONUS PRIZE

• $1 Million

• Detect and track a 

chemical or biological 

signal autonomously to 

its source.



XPRIZE overview video
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Team Members 
30+ Countries 

700+ individuals

500+ students
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Final Round Competition Area



Team GEBCO-NF Alumni

Grand Prize Winner



Team Ocean Quest

NOAA Bonus Prize 1st Place



Shell Ocean Discovery 3 key Impacts



1. ACCELERATE TECHNOLOGY
Technological Advancements

Autonomous platforms

Sensors

Communications



2. CATALYZE MARKETS

$52M+ SPENT ON ENTRY DEVELOPMENT FOR…

$4M GRAND PRIZE = 13x RETURN
10 COMPANIES WILL USE TECHNOLOGY 

- 6 OF THEM ARE NEW



3. INSPIRE THE PUBLIC



go.xprize.org/oceanstories/



Woods Hole Film Festival

Sunday July 28

2 PM 

Falmouth Academy

Simon Center





Saving Coral Reefs XPRIZE

Innova tions to scale  the ra te of coral 

restora tion and  survivability of 

restored  corals.



Sponsors Partners


